17.  “POINTING AHEAD”
Section V:
THE PLAN REINFORCED
Biblical Basis:
Portions of the Major and Minor Prophets
Objective:
That class members will be able to define the secondary role of the prophets 
and to identify six specific predictions prophesied by them.
INTRODUCTION

In the last three studies we have viewed the prophets and the historical situations to which they spoke.  As spokesmen for God, their role was to recall both Israel and Judah back to their God-given destiny.  A great historical crisis emerged as both kingdoms of the North and South strayed into the worship of false religions.  They no longer took their covenant with God seriously – to be His people.  Further, their society began to disintegrate as people no longer treated each other with dignity and respect.  Prophets, such as Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea, and Jeremiah, proclaimed both God’s word and His warnings – that the people would bear the consequences.
Yet, with this message of coming judgment, the prophet also proclaimed a message of hope for the future.  In today’s study we will discover six specific promises proclaimed by the prophets that gave hope for the future.

I.  THE COMING OF A MESSIAH OUT OF DAVID’S SEED

A.
The thread of prediction.


1.
What promise do you find in Genesis 3:15?


2.
When God called Abraham, what was the goal of that call?  (Gen 12:3)


3.
In light of Genesis 49:10, how does II Samuel 7:16 carry on the confident hope of 



God’s plan through Israel?


4.
Read Isaiah 6:13; 11:1-10; and Jeremiah 23:5-6.  What promise is given here?


B.
The threat to the promise.


1.
Try to recall what you’ve learned from Israel’s history as recorded from Genesis 



through Chronicles.  In what ways did Satan try to keep God’s people (Israel) from 



fulfilling her destiny?


2.
What hope is given to Israel from the prophet Ezekiel 37:1-28 and what must they be 



willing to do?  (Is 7:7-9)

C.
The triumph of the promise.



1.
How do you see these promises by the prophets fulfilled in Jesus Christ?




(Matt 1:17-24; Mk 11:10; Luke 3:23-37)



2.
How does Matthew 28:18 speak to this issue of the fulfillment to “be a blessing” to 



the 
whole world?

II.
THE BIRTH OF A NEW ERA
Although Jewish hopes centered upon the coming of God’s anointed one, Israel also looked for the birth of a new age.


A.
The message of new hope.


1.
When the Messiah comes, what did the prophets say could be expected?




a.
Isaiah 55:1-5



b.
Ezekiel 36:26




c.
Ezekiel 36:27; Joel 2:28




d.
Jeremiah 31:31-34


B.
The fulfillment in Jesus.


1.
As you take a preview look at the New Testament, how do the New Testament 



writers see the fulfillment of these prophecies?



a.
John 4:13-14




b.
Mark 1:14; Matthew 11:2-6




c.
Acts 2:14-21, 38




d.
Matthew 26:26-29
III.  THE EXALTATION OF MT. ZION
Out in the future somewhere the prophets saw the entire world converging on Jerusalem to learn the truths of God.


A.
The prophet’s announcement.


1.
Read Isaiah 2:2-3; 60:1-7; Zechariah 8:20-23; 14:8-9; Joel 3:16-17; Micah 4:1-2.



What beautiful picture is conveyed?


B.
The possible interpretations.


At this point biblical scholars will divide as to the interpretation of this prophetic theme.  


Some believe that this promise of Jerusalem, being the hub of God’s kingdom on earth, 


will be literally fulfilled, yet others view it having a deeper spiritual reality.



1.
How could Acts 1:6; Romans 11:25-26; Revelation 20:4-6 be interpreted in light of 



these Old Testament prophecies?


2.
How do passages from John 18:36; Matthew 12:6; 28:19 and Acts 2:5-12 support 



a different conclusion?
IV.
  PARADISE RESTORED
The prophets gave a message of hope that God would not abandon His people but that restoration would arise out of the ruins.


A.
The bright hope for the future.



1.
What promise is given concerning harmony with God?  (Ezek 36:23-28; Is 40:9-11)


2.
What hope is given in Micah 4:3-4 and Isaiah 60:18?


3.
Even nature itself has the promise of hope.  What is prophesied in Isaiah 11:6-9; 




41:17-20; and Ezekiel 34:25-31?


B.
Views of restoration.


1.
How did Jesus view Himself as the “hope of harmony” with God?  (Jn 5:19-24)



2.
How is Jesus the fulfillment of harmony with others according to Ephesians 2:11-22?


3.
How is the second coming of Jesus the hope for creation?  (Rom 8:19-23)

V.
  THE PROMISES WERE FOR THE REMNANT
In many instances the prophet’s promises were conditional.  Not all of Israel would enjoy the fulfillments, yet a purified remnant would.


A.
Conditional promises.


1.
What conditions were given?  (Is 1:18-20; 27-28)



2.
How did Isaiah speak of a remnant?  (Is 10:20-22; 11:11-12)



3.
What hope did Jeremiah give concerning the remnant?  (Jer 23:3-4; 29:10-14; 




31:7-9)


B.
Promises claimed by the New Testament church.


How did the apostle Paul apply these promises to the New Testament church?  



(Rom 11:1-10; Gal 3:7-9)

VI.
  THE SUFFERING SERVANT
A major prophetic theme in the Old Testament narrative has to do with the suffering servant motif.


A
In your opinion, does this servant refer to an individual, to the Hebrew nation as a whole, 


to the faithful remnant, or to all three?  (Note: Is 42:1-7; 49:1-6; 52:13-15)

B.
Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12.  How does Isaiah describe God’s servant and what was he to 


accomplish?  (Isa 53:4-6,10,12)


C.
Was the prophet always aware of the full implications of his own message?

  

(Note: I Pet 1:10-12)

CONCLUSION

The prophetic aspects concerning the coming of the Jewish Messiah give credibility and authenticity to the scriptures.  As we read the Old Testament, we must recognize that the prophet spoke to the immediate situation, the coming of the new age through the Messiah, and the coming of the end of the age.  The challenge that faces scholars of the Bible is to differentiate between them, to determine what is literal and what is spiritual fulfillment, and to understand what is fulfilled and what is yet to be fulfilled.  This is why we have such a variety of interpretations (and denominations).
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